PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST SESSION OF THE
MIZ0 RAM LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY HELD AT THE ASSEMBLY HALL
FROi! '10-5-72 TO 12~5-T2

se ey

2ng¢ Sitzing On 1l1l.&.72 at 10 AWM,

Membors Present ‘- - 30
Mecmbers Absent - Wil

AT THE CHAIR : PU H. Thansanga, M.A.,B.T. Speaker of the Assembly.

BUSINESS : ADPRESS BY THE Lt, GOVERNOR
S ;

Y Y] : #

( The Lt. Governor enters the House in procession.’ '
“fter taking Seats the Lt., Governor addressed the House)

. HONOURABLE SPEAKER AlD MBMBERS OF THE LEGISIA TIVE ASSEMBLY,
. ’ .
, It is my privilege and
pledsure to welcome you all in the first session of the Mizoram
Legislative Assenbly after the Mizo Hills District came under the mxy
care of the Central Government -nd was elevated to the status of
a Union Territory on the 2lst January, 1972 under the provisions
of the Nerth Eastern Areas (Re-Organisation) Act of 1971. I note
with no smrll measure of satisfrction thet the entire process of
election to the House of the People nd the Mizoram Leglslative
Assembly has pnssed off smoothly without' apy untoward iwcidents. It
is » sign of political mrturity; wnd the‘%oﬁntry'cnn look forwnrd
with confidence thrt the destiny of fhis . stode is safe in the
hnnds of the elected represenéatives of its people., In this exer=
¢ise of democracf, I nssure the Honour:ble Members of my devotlon
and th~t of my Government to the welfare of the common men.,

2. With the new era ushered in on the 2lst Janurry, 1972,
it h=s been = period of hectic nctivity for the Government as well
o8 the people of this Stote, Tho sstrblished links in the adminise
trative machinery were sudden¥ly broken and thc vaccum 5o created
had to be filled by setting up the Guvirnment ot tﬁe State level,
end re-org-nising the District level functioneries into fulfledge
departments. Side by sidge, preptrotion hod fo he mode for the cune-
duct of genernl clections, which implicd setting up 233 polling
stotions nd consure - free and frir chince to the glectorate, for |
the cxcreisc of theif fr:inchise. It h-s been & cheollenging task
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- for the newly orgmnised Goverment,which they could achieve only with
- the full co-oper~tion of the F'pﬂlitictlp rties ond oll sections of
the people. - \

The success is evident from the fret thet in spite of the
preceding cyclcone 71.44 percent votes were poled ond even though
repolling hed to be done in one constituency, the election was com=
pleted on the scheduled dote. Purther, the nthing ocut of the District
Council con the drte the Legislative /ssembly is duly constituted, ond
‘the constitution of Pawi ond Leokher Regionzl Cduncil into three
RegionalCTouncils first ~nd then 1into District Councils al%o had to be
comp 1&tEd QUTiTg THES sSHOrt period of trasition. X¥ It 318 + IWEarsgrs
of satisfaction; IW particular, to mmmk noge that all the,employees
of the erstwhile District Council have since become Government
employees and will thus be entitled to all the benefits attaching
-to the Govermment Servants: I wowpld alse like to express my sakkmfasix
satisfaction over the fact that continuity in the implementation of
development scheme was maintained and supply of essential commodities
ensured in the remotesf corner. For meeting the expenditure during
the g period duximgxkk from 21st January, 1972 to the 31st March
1972 the Qewixw®r Government of India has sanctioned Rs, 226 lakhs,
~against which an amount of Rs. 212 lakhe has been spent, including
Rsy 27 laksh on relief operations alone. I think this august body xxx
will. agree with me that the initial performance of this nascent
gak State has been commendable. :

3, - I now come to the task before my Government which is
concious of the responsibilities that follow the mandate given

to ity the people. Politicnl reforms, howsoever important and far
renching they may be, ~re only mecns to the end of crecting an ~~cnom
economic =nd fo4i Soctdll order which ensure o decent life for every
one, &nd well being of the werkest section of the community. It is
rather an unhroppy recent post in gwhich the pceople of Mizoram had to
sudfer deprivation ~nd restriction of various kinds leading to a
disruption of their normal pursuit and woy of life. With a view to
close this chopter o~nd start o new page 1in the history of Mizoram,
which hrs been opened with the coming in of the first populary
elected Government, Liberrlised rmnesty Terms were extended by the
Prime Minister on the day of inauguration of the Union Territory of
Mizo-rom to the mlsgulded elrament which is still keeping away from
this lend of promisc, It is my earnest hope that after the people's
verdict for normnlcy, political stability ond progress under the
duidance of their elected representotives, the misguided cl&iénts .
will now come bock to share the hopes and cspiration of their brothers
tnd sisters,” However, my Govermment is determined to launch an 2lle
out n~ttack on poverty ond backwordness gwherecver it exist.

: 4. The immedinte tosk is one of pushlng in the moximum
possible stock of essentiel commodities into the interior before

the on-set of monsoon, It is chihllenging task and every effort is
being made to tronsport supplies to the interior. Indizn Air Force
is doing a splendid job in «rranging airdropping ond we hove reques-
ted them to increcse the sorties. It will also be the endeavour

of my Government to provide relief work to such people who are
devolld of sufficient purchasing power during the next few months of
their pre-occupation with jhuming, I would like to inform the
Honourable Members thnt towards this end as much as Rs 18 1lokhs

have been spent on relief during April.



5., However, ~gricultur~l back-wardness-+ has to be tockled on g
long term besis, ~nd it will be the first concern of my Government to
find. » satisfn ctory solution to the various problems freing the large
majority of the People who are entircly dependent for their livelyhood
on the lend, ¥Whilce Mizorsm hos vost streteh of 1#nd, from high mountiir
to fertile river valleys ond hrs plentiful rains, it is somewhot jron-
ical that the yicld should be so poor thot it con herdly sustain the
popul~tion for = period of three-to four months in the whole year.
The problem sssumes Gre-ter m“gnltude +nd importante when it is seen.
nlong side thc *hicnce Aof mny miner-l wenlth, ~nd the various limitne
tions on crecting goinful employmcnt through Industrialisation.

It shnll bhe the endeavour of my Government, therefore, to

diversiﬁy mgriculture by prometing cultivation of cash crops. With

2 view to balance the frrmerdsd economy schome cre proposed o be ine
troduced to encournge them in trking to horticulture piggery and
poultry forming ete. in o big way. However, proper lond utilisotion in
the form of mixed forming terrncing and introduction of other scien-
tifie methods of cultivation ciznnot be nthieved without continuous and
sustoined effort yenr after yenr by the cultivotor. Any expert o~dvice
that may be required, will be avoilable. The other nspect ©of proper
land utilisation policy lies in =chieving necessary cfforestation,
which will ~gain be posuible only with the decline of jhum cultivp-
tion, Forests are our biggest asset, next only to the herdy peoplgﬁho
inhabit this land., This must be developed on scientifice lines nn
made an integral port of the total land utilisation plan for the
village. Besides, restoring the bolonce of nature, well planned
forests will ~dd to the revenues and open up ncw opportunities for
Forest Based Industrues. The Honouraoble Members would be interested
to know thnt cven the existing forest resources car to offer
scope for © peper project for which = reputcd '% hrs been commie .
- soionéd to prepare the fersibility repott, With the expansion of
development nctivitics in 211 these directions, employment opportu-
nities nre bound to increzsce considercbly. _

©. The ultim~te objective of planning beforc my Govermment 1
to prepare - development plan that offers opportunity for proper and
seientific utllisatlom of land, =nd implimentation of vagious other
development schames including supoly-of drinking water, meons of :
communicrtion wnd growth of Cottuge Industries. While the high literow~
cy in this state will be our asset in developing our nrea, my
Government proposes to loy further emph:osis on education porticularly
technicsl cducr-ticon, In view of the far rerching implications of
such nan integr ted development, plcon which will 1oy the foundation
of ¢ progreseive econcmic and socinl order, my Government hove
dec1ded to sct up 7 brond-based znd high powered plenning Board,
I wolld however sound ~ notc of e¢rution. Deveclopment of a State is
necoss“rily 2 slow ~nd time consuming proccess ond to thrt extent
patience rnd persevercnce are called for.
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7w For the current finrneinl year the Government of Indiz have,
on the bmsis of past performrmnee,. opproved & total outlay of Rs 10.90
crores, including » plnn outlaoy of Rs 2.64 crores. The new Government
is exomining the position for formul-ting the Budget which will be
Pl-ced before this House in duc course.-

: 8, Mr. Specrker -nd Honournble Members; o8 I sce it, time is the
esnence of future growth ~nd prosperity of Mizorom, since much of
ithns been lost in the reecent prst. If the sufferings of the
people have to be made goed, atl iaust join hands in creatlng the new
necessary atmosphere of pegce and democratic way of life in which
the pace of development is accelerated. As regards the resources

in terms of money, material and expertise there is no problem,

as this great country is not only behind you, but is anxious to =
see the emergence of strong and prospercus Mizoram on its eastern
border. ITn the end, I would once again exhort all the people

of Mizoram, irrespcctive of thecir political belief and any other
differences, fmxx for extending full co-operation with the first
popular Government in making their march towards peace and

progress through democratic institutions a success along with the
rest of the country.' Our prospects are as bright as we can make

it but it calls for sustained and hard work,

=1 wish you all success,

!JAItHEND

(Aftor the Lt. Governor delivered his address
he left the House in procession. The House automatically
dispersed, Theqﬁouse again met &x 10 minutes after dispersal
at 10 &+ 40 A.M. with the S8Speaker at the Chair.) )

ses e (5) -




