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ADDRESS BY THE Lt. GOVERNOR,..........

( The Lt. GOVernor enters the HOuse in procession. '

.'\fter taking Seats the Lt. Governor addressed the House)

HONOURABLE SPEI.KER l'Jill Mill BERS OF THE LEGISlA TIVE IISSEMBLY,

•
It is my privilege and

pleasure to welco~e you all in the first session of the Mizoram

Legislative Assembly after the MiZQ Hills District came under the ~

care of the Central Government ~nd was elevated to the status of

a Union Territory on the 21st January I 1972 under the provisions

of the NOrth Eastern Ar.eas (Re-organisation)' Act of 1971. I note

with no smr-Ll, meeaur-e of s at.Ls f oc't.Lon th.::t the entire process of

election to the Ho'us e of the People -rid the ni.aor-em LegislD.tive

AsBembly hue pc.s s ed off smoothly \rlithout, ~y untoward ililcidcnts. It

is ;:" sign Of politic::.l mc~turity, end the ~cOlilntr:r'em look forw:o.rd

with confidence tihr-t; the destiny of etue ~ 'Sto-h: is s aee in the
I

h~s of the elected rcpresentctives of its people. In this exer-

cise of democr-ccy, I «ssuz-e the Honouz-nlxl.e Members of my devotion

and 'th::t of my Government to the weIfore of the common men.

2. With the new ece ushered in on the 21st .ranur-z-y , 1972,

it n-s been~'. period of hectic actifvd t.y for the Government :,8 well

cs the people of this. S':'-.C'.tc. Tl~-. ~s-t,:'bli,shed links in the adrrdnde-c

trative machinery wor-e sUddently"broken and the 'vaccum so created

had to be filled by setting up the G',_tT: rnmorrt ~t t}j.e State level I

end re-org:'nising the District level ftmctri.onc.rd ee into fulfledge

dep ar-tmont.s , Side by sige, p r-ep c.r-'..tion hnd to be mr.de for the ·Clll1­

duct of qerie.rr-L elections, which implied setting up 233 polling

e't.otiLone end ensure ~ Er-ce and f:'.ir c hrnc c to the e Leccor-et;e, for

the exercise of their fr: ..nchd s c , It rr:s been c chc.L'Lenqdnq task
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for the newly org~nised Goverment,which they could ~chieve only with
the full co-oper-r-t.Lon of- the c- poliLtd..c11lp!':'.rtics end GIl sections of
the people.

The success is evident from the fact; th.:-.t 'in spite of the
preceding cyclone 71.44 percent votes were poled ~nd even though
repolling h~d to be ,done in one constituency,the election wws com­
pleted On the scheduled d~te. Further, the pbrslgg out of the District
Council on the dc.t.c the Legislntive r.seembj.y is duly constitiuced , rind
the c£Dstitution of P~wi ~nd L~kher Region~l Council into three
Region~I Councils first ~nd then into Distr1ct counc11s wIso hod to be
comple-ced during thtis short period of t~sition. iqi It is ;-r. ~:tk.r:q'" ;~3' ~

of satisface1an, 1n particular, to EZ2X note that all the. employees
of the crst~hile District Council have since become G~ernment

employees and will thus be entitled to all the benefits uttaching
to the Goverrunent Servants. I woy.ld also 'Ldke to express my $aitts"flmtx
satisfaction over the fact that continuity in .the implementation of
development scheme was maintained and supply of essential commodities
ensurod in the remotcs~ corner. For meeting the expenditure during
~he .2 period ~kR from 21st January, 1972 to the 31st March
1972 t,pe lIlmm:XIlI$H Government of India has sanctioned Ra , 226 lakhs,
against whiCh an amount of as , 212 lakhs has been spent, including
Rsi. 27 Laksh on relief operations alone. I think this august body Hi:i:
will. agree with me that the initial performance of this nascent
fQ:k State has been corrmendab.Le,

3. I now come to the task before my Government which is
concious of the responsibilities that follow the' mandate given
to i tfby the people. Politic<!.l reforms, howsoever important and far
z-enchf.nq they may be, er-e only moens t.o the end of erecting an ,.,.....cnom
economic end ~1- loei<tm. order which ensure 0, decent iife for every
one, 2nd well .being of the we~kest section of the community. It is
rather n~ unh~ppy recent p~st in ¢which the peOple of Mizo~~~ hod to
sutffer deprivtrt.Lon r-nd restriction of vnrious kinds leading to a
disruption of their norm~l pursuit und way of life. With n view to
close this cbcpt.er- end st:'1rt r, new peqe in the hf.etior-y of Mizoram,
which hr-a been opened with the coming in of the first popuLcrry
elected Government/'Liber~lisedJuuncsty Terms were extended by the
Prime Minister on the dt~y of in<aJ.gurc.tion of the Union Territory of
Mizo-rum to the misguided elmment which is still keeping ~way from
this l~nd of promise. It is m¥ earnest hope thut nfter the people's
verdict for norm~lcy, politicol st~bility cnd progreso under. the
<ijJJ.idnnce of their elected .rep.reaerrtat.Lvcs , the misguided ele5tints •
will now come beck to en-ire the hopesvend zapj.r-et.Lon of their brothers
Gnd sisters.' Howevcr l my Government is determined to l~ch ~n nll­
out Gtt~ck on P?vcrty ~nd bnckw~rdncss iwherecver i~ exist.

4. The immedinte t~sk is one of pushing in the rnnximum
poszible stock of cs"entiel commodities into the interior before
t~e on-set of' monsoon. It is ~h~llenging t~sk ~d every effort ~s

being ID0.d.e to t.r-cnepor-t; supplies to the interior; Lndd.en Air Force
is doing c. splendid job in ~:..r-r-nnqdnq cirdropping rind we hcve reques­
ted them to incre~se the sorties. It will ~lso be the ende~vour

of my Government to provide relief work to suc~ people who ere
.devotid of sufficient purchosing power during the next few months of
their' pre-occupation with jhuming. I would like to infonn the
Honouroble Members th~t tOW4rdS this end ns much GS Rs 18 lQkhs
htrve been spent on relief during April •
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5. However, -qr-LcuLt.ur-ij boclo-war'dneas : hers to be 'tcckLed on c
long term b~sis, ~nd it will be the first concern of my-Government to
find. c' s at.La f nc't.o ry soLut.Lon to the v-c-t ous problems f<'.cing the Lurqe
mcj or-Lt.y of the People who rar-e entirely dependent for their livelyhood
on tho Lr-nd , \l111ilo Hizor:-1U hos vnat; stretch of Lznd , from high mouncrd r
to fertile ri vcr- vr.j j.oys r-nd h-s plcnti ful r-r-Lns , it is aomewhct; iron­
iced th"t,thc yield should be so poor t.hr-t; it onn hc..rdly euet.ct.n the
Popul,~ion for ~ period of three/to four months in the whole year.
The problem r.e.iumos qz-c .....ter maqnf.tiud c ".00 Lmpo r-cerrtss when it is s een
oLonq side the rbs onoo fof any mtnor-- I we:,lth,' r.nd 't.he vaetous limit o­
t.Lcns on c r-cr t.Lnq qcd nf'u.L employment through f ndus t r-i n.Lt ect.Lon ,

It s hr.Ll, be the:. cnde avour- of my Government, therefore, to
diversif.Y r.cr-Lcuj.t.ur-o by prometing cuLtif.vcrt.Lon of c aah orcos , With
c. view to bc.Loncc the f:-rme~~ economy scheme r-r-o proposed. -to be in­
troduced to encou.rcqc them in t:-'king to horticulture piggety rind
poultry f~rming etc. in ~ big way. However, proper l~d utilisntion in
the fonn of mixed f0nning tier-rr-cd.nq and introduction of other scien­
tifie methods of cuLt.t.vrrt.Lon cr.nnot; be r:'Qhieved 'iJt.hout continuous end
sust;:-ined effort yo-u- afit.er- YCi1r by the ouLt Lvacor-, Any exper-t; advdoe
th'''.t mny be required, will be nvcd Lob.l e , Thc other r.spcct; of proper
land utilisation policy lies in Qchicving nccesocry ~fforestution,

which 'lQl'ill <::gr'cin be pos sLb'l,e only with the decline of jhum cUlti¥,­
tion. Forests Qre our tdggest ~sset, next only to the hQrdy peopl rho
inhnbit this l:md. This must be developed on scientific lines ~n
made en Lrrt.eqr-n.L p er-c of the tiot.cd, Land u't.d Lf s at.Lon p Lcri for the
villilge. Besides, .r-eat.or-Lnq the bcLcnce of nat.ur-e , well p Lanned

forests will ~dd to the revenues ~nd open up new opportunities for
Forest Based Industrues. The Honourwble Members would be interested
to know thi1t even the existing forest resources+;~carto offer
sCQpe for ~ p~per project for which ~ reputed F hl"'..s been commi-
s::1ionoo to pr-epar-e the fe;'sibility report. with the expznsLon of
development ,~tivities in ell these directions, employment opportu­
nities er-e bound to Lnc r-coe c coris Lde.rc.b.Ly ,

16. The u Lt.Lmrvte obj ectivo of p Lcnndnq before my Gove.rrunent; is.
to prep0re ~ development plan th~t offers opportunity for proper and
scientifio utilisation of lend, ~nd impliment~tion of v~rious o~r

development schemes including supply of drinking water, means of
cornmurid c r-t.Lon end qr-owt.h of Co't.t.uqc Industries. While 't.he high liter~­

cy in this s trrc.c will be our csac't in developing our c.r'ec, my
Government proposes to 1<:.7 ,further emphr.s Ls on educrrt.Lon p cr-c.Lcu.Lar-Ly
t.cohnd cc-L oduc r-t.Lon , In view of the fnr- r-er.ohd nq implicntions of
such an Lrrt.eqz-t-tied development p Lz-n which will Lr-y the foundotion
of ~ progres?ive economic ~nd, 50ci21 order, my Government h~ve

decided to set up 7'. bro-xj-bnsed znd high"powered p Lr-rini.nq Board.
I wouLd however sound ~'. note of c.-irtLcn , Development of n stute is
ncces s nr-Ljy :-: slow end time consurning p roocas nod to th",t extierrd
pr-t-Lence r.nd pc'rs ever-cnce or-e c o.Ll.cd for.
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7'. For the current fin"nci~l year- the Government of I ndi ? have ,
on the b-isd s of pas t; perfo rm-noo , cppr-oved t: tio't a.L outlay of Rs 10..90
crcr-oe , LncLuddnq r-. p Lnn out.Ley of Rs 2.94 c r-or-es , The new Government
is oxrnu nd nq the pasi tion for fo rmuLr-tLnq the Budget which will be
p Lr-ccd before this House in due course.'

8. Mr. Speaker- -nd Honour-ob.Lc ncmoc rs , ,,6 I sec it, time is the
esnence of future growth ~nd prosperity of Mizornm, since much of
i~~s been lost in the recent p~st. If the sufferings of the
people have to be made good, aj.L mus-t join hands in creating the PllI!l&:

necessary atmosphere of pe~ce and democratic way of life in which
the pace of development is "accelerated. As regards the resources
in terms of money, ffiutcrial and expertise there is no problem,
as this great courrtry is not only behind you, but is anxious to x
see tho emergence of strong and prosperous 11izoram on its eastern
border. In the end, I would once agai.n exhort all the people
of Mizorem, irrespective of their political belief and any other
differences, XMKx for extending full co~operation with the first
popular Government in making their rnaz'dh towards peace and
~rogress through democratic institutions a success along with the
rest of the country. Our prospects are as bright as we can make
ii: but it calls for sustained and hard WOrk.

:.- ::r wish you all success.

JAI HIND
I' e

(After the Lt. Governor delivered his address

The House automatically

10 minutes after dispersal

at the Chai r-, ')

he left the House in procession.

dispersed. T~e .House again met ex

at 10 ,40 A.M. with the Speaker
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